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ACADEMIC POSITIONS 

 
Yale University  
Brand Blanshard Professor of Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations (2024–) 
Professor of Comparative Literature (2021–) 
Professor of Arabic Literature, Department of Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations (2016–) 
Core Faculty: Medieval Studies (2016–) 
Executive Committee: Program in Humanities (2017–19, 2023–) 
Affiliated Faculty in Comparative Literature (2016–2021) 
Affiliated Faculty in Humanities (2016–) 
Affiliated Faculty in Religious Studies (2016–) 
 
Previous 
Chair, Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations, Yale University (2017–23) 
Contributing Faculty, Yale–NUS College, Singapore (2020–23) 
Director, Arabic Language Program, Yale University (2017–22) 
Assistant Professor of Arabic Literature (2000–2006), Associate Professor (2006–2016)  

(promoted to Professor, July 2016), Department of Near Eastern Studies, Cornell University  
Visiting Scholar, Wolfson College, University of Oxford (Spring 2007)  
Visiting Scholar, Centre for Historical Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University (2006–07)  
Visiting Research Scholar, Department of Arabic, Jamia Millia Islamia (2006–07) 
Lecturer in History, Department of Humanities, University of Mauritius (1996–2000, promoted  
 to Senior Lecturer, July 2000) 
Course Coordinator & Tutor, University of Mauritius/Charles Sturt University (Australia)  

Joint BA in Library & Information Science (1998–99) 
Lecturer in Arabic, Department of Asian and Middle Eastern Studies & College of 

General Studies, University of Pennsylvania (1992–93, 1987) 
Lecturer in Islamic Civilization, Department of Religion, Duke University (1990) 
Instructor in Arabic, Asian and African Languages and Literature, Duke University (1989–91) 
Teaching Fellow in Arabic, Department of Oriental Studies, University of Pennsylvania (1986–88) 
 
EDUCATION 
 
Ph.D. in Asian and Middle Eastern Studies (with distinction), University of Pennsylvania (1998) 
A.M. in Oriental Studies, University of Pennsylvania (1989) 
B.A. (Hons) in Oriental Studies (magna cum laude, with distinction in the major), University of 

Pennsylvania (1985) 
Advanced Arabic, Arabic Summer Language School, Middlebury College (1983) 
International Baccalaureate, United World College of South East Asia, Singapore (1981) 
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ACADEMIC HONORS 
 
Fellowships 
Distinguished Senior Translation Fellowship, Library of Arabic Literature (Spring 2020–21) 
MacMillan Senior Research Fellowship, Yale University (2017–26) 
Fellowship, Whitney Humanities Center, Yale University (2016–18) 
 
Distinguished Senior Translation Fellowship, Library of Arabic Literature (2015–16)  
New Directions Post-Fellowship Award, Andrew W. Mellon Foundation (2011–13)  
Visiting Fellowship, Oxford Centre for Islamic Studies (Spring 2007) 
National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship Program at Independent Research  

Institutions—Senior Long-Term Fellowship, American Institute of Indian Studies (2006–07)  
New Directions Fellowship, Andrew W. Mellon Foundation (2006–09) 
Faculty Fellowship, Focal Theme: ‘Diaspora and the Critical Imagination,’ Society for the  
 Humanities, Cornell University (Fall 2001) 
Ford Foundation Fellowship (non-resident), Creolization in the Indian Ocean, Hagop  

Kevorkian Center for Near Eastern Studies, New York University (2000-01) 
Rockefeller African Humanities Institute Junior Fellowship, W. E. B. Du Bois Institute for  
 Afro-American Research, Harvard University (1999-2000) 
School of Arts and Sciences Dissertation Fellowship, University of Pennsylvania (1987) 
Pre-doctoral Fellowship, American Research Center in Egypt, Cairo (1988-89) 
 
Grants, Honors, Awards 
Phi Beta Kappa Visiting Scholar, The Phi Beta Kappa Society (2023–24) 
Humanities/Humanity Grant, ‘Medieval Futures,’ Whitney Humanities Center, Yale University (2019) 
Visits for Innovation Grant, Scholars as Learners, Scholars as Leaders (SAL2), Yale University (2018) 
Distinguished Teaching Participant, Center for Teaching and Learning, Yale University (2016-17) 
M.A. (privatim), Yale University (2017) 
 
Honorary Member, National Residence Hall Honorary (inducted 2008) 
Faculty in Residence, Mews Hall, Cornell University (2007–13) 
The James A. Perkins Prize for Interracial Understanding and Harmony, Cornell University (2006) 
Member, Honorary Advisory Board, Abraham’s Vision (2005-13) 
Zahid Ali Scholarship, Institute of Ismaili Studies, London (2005–10) 
Sophomore Seminar Development Grant, John S. Knight Institute for Writing in the Disciplines,  
 Cornell University (2005) 
Subvention, John S. Knight Institute for Writing in the Disciplines, Cornell University (2004) 
Award, Hull Memorial Publication Fund, Cornell University (2004) 
Faculty Research Grant, Society for the Humanities, Cornell University (2003-04) 
Principal Investigator, ‘Muslims and Islam: Revealed’, Intercultural Awareness Cooperative  
 (COOP) Grant, NAFSA: Association of International Educators (2002-03)  
Member, International Jury, Zanzibar International Film Festival, Stonetown, Zanzibar (1998) 
First Prize, Aftaab-e-Islam Mosque Centenary Essay Competition, Mauritius (1996) 
Honorable Mention, American Association of Teachers of Arabic Translation (AATA) Contest (1991) 
Second Prize, The Ezra Pound Award for Literary Translation, University of Pennsylvania (1989) 
Honorable Mention, William Carlos Williams Award of the Academy of American Poets, University of 

Pennsylvania (1988) 
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First Prize, American Association of Teachers of Arabic Translation Contest (1986) 
Mortar Board Senior Honor Society (inducted 1984) 
 
 
SERIES EDITORSHIPS 
 
Joint Series Editor, International Qur’anic Studies Association Studies in the Qur’an, DeGruyter (2022–) 
Co-Executive Editor, Library of Arabic Literature, NYU Press (2010–) 
Joint Series Editor, Resources in Arabic and Islamic Studies, Lockwood Press (2010–) 
Joint Series Editor, Cultural Legacies, Pink Pigeon Press/Solitaire (2010–) 
 
EDITORIAL BOARD MEMBERSHIPS 
 
Current 
International Advisory Board, Al Machreq (2022–) 
Advisory Board, Al-Markaz (2021–) 
International Advisory Board, Middle Eastern Literatures (2020–) 
Advisory Board, The Journal of Islamic Research (2020–) 
Scientific Committee, Quaderni di Studi Arabi (2018–) 
Editorial Board, The Qur’an through the Ages: a reception history (2014–) 
Founding Editorial Board, Journal of Abbasid Studies (2012–) 
Advisory Board, Journal of Arabic Literature (2011–) 
International Advisory Board, Alternatives: Turkish Journal of International Relations (2010–) 
International Editorial Board, Journal of Qur’anic Studies (2007–) 
 
Past 
Editorial Board, Humanities (2020–22) 
Editorial Board, Journal of the International Quranic Studies Association (2018–21) 
Editorial Committee, Middle Eastern Literatures (2009–20) 
Editorial Board, Al-‘Arabiyya: Journal of the American Association of Teachers of Arabic (2006–10) 
International Editorial Board, Periodica Islamica (1996–2004) 
 
BOOKS  
 
27 [translation] THE DEVOTIONAL QUR’AN: BELOVED SURAHS AND VERSES, selected and 

translated by Shawkat M. Toorawa (Yale University Press, 2024), xxxv, 168. 
 
26  [volume edited] Ibn Butlan, THE DOCTORS’ DINNER PARTY / DA‘WAT Al-ATIBBA’, ed. and tr. by 

Philip Kennedy and James Farrell, vol. editor Shawkat M. Toorawa (NYU Press, 2023), xxxiii, 161. 
 

*English-only paperback: THE DOCTORS’ DINNER PARTY, foreword by Emily Gowers (NYU Press, 
2024), xli, 121 pages. 

 
25  [volume co-edited] Ibn Khaldun, THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE SUFI PATH: A DEFENSE OF THE 

MYSTICAL TRADITION / SHIFA’ AL-SA’IL FI TAHDHIB AL-MASA’IL, ed. and tr. by Carolyn 
Baugh, vol. editors Devin J. Stewart and Shawkat M. Toorawa (NYU Press, 2022), xliv, 320. 

 



 Toorawa 4 

*English-only paperback: THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE SUFI PATH, foreword by Jesús R. Velasco 
(NYU Press, 2024), 180 pages. 

 
24  [volume edited] ‘Abd al-Latif al-Baghdadi, A PHYSICIAN ON THE NILE / KITAB AL-IFADAH WA-L-

I‘TIBAR, ed. and tr. by Tim Mackintosh-Smith, vol. editor Shawkat M. Toorawa (NYU Press, 2021), 
xliv, 300. 

 
*English-only paperback: A PHYSICIAN ON THE NILE, foreword by Mansoura Ez-Eldin (NYU Press, 
2022), 280 pages. 

 
23 [volume co-edited] al-Biruni, THE YOGA SUTRAS OF PATAÑJALI / KITAB BATANJALI, ed. and tr. 

by Mario Kozah, vol. editors Kevin Van Bladel and Shawkat M. Toorawa (NYU Press, 2020), xiv, 
127. 

*English-only paperback: THE YOGA SUTRAS OF PATAÑJALI, foreword by David Gordon White 
(NYU Press, 2022), 200 pages. 

 
22 [volume co-edited] Abu ‘Ali al-Hasan al-Yusi, THE DISCOURSES / AL-MUHADARAT, ed. and tr. 

Justin Stearns, vol. editors Philip F. Kennedy and Shawkat M. Toorawa (NYU Press, 2020), xxix, 
499 pages. 

 
*English-only paperback: THE DISCOURSES, foreword by Ayesha Ramachandran (NYU Press, 
2021), 280 pages. 

 
21 [co-edited collection] ARABIC BELLES LETTRES, edited by Joseph E. Lowry and Shawkat M. 

Toorawa (Lockwood Press, 2019), x, 206 pages.  
 
20 [volume edited] ‘Ali ibn al-Muhassin al-Tanukhi, STORIES OF PIETY AND PRAYER: DELIVERANCE 

FOLLOWS ADVERSITY / AL-FARAJ BA‘D AL-SHIDDAH, ed. and tr. by Julia Bray, vol. editor 
Shawkat M. Toorawa (NYU Press, 2019), xxxi, 352 pages.  

 
19 [co-edited collection] ARABIC HUMANITIES, ISLAMIC THOUGHT: ESSAYS IN HONOR OF 

EVERETT K. ROWSON, edited by Joseph E. Lowry and Shawkat M. Toorawa (Brill, 2017), xxx, 
514 pages. 

 
18 [volume co-edited] KITAB AL-WUSLAH ILA L-HABIB / SCENTS AND FLAVORS, ed. and tr. by 

Charles Perry, reviewed by David Waines, vol. editors Michael Cooperson and Shawkat M. 
Toorawa (NYU Press, 2017), xliii, 326 pages. 

 
*English-only paperback: SCENTS AND FLAVORS, foreword by Claudia Roden (NYU Press, 2020), 
xlviii, 193 pages. 

  
17 [volume edited] Al-Qadi al-Quda‘i, KITAB AL-SHIHAB / LIGHT IN THE HEAVENS, ed. and tr. by 

Tahera Qutbuddin, vol. editor Shawkat M. Toorawa (NYU Press, 2016), xli, 232 pages. 
 

*English-only paperback: Al-Qadi al-Quda‘i, LIGHT IN THE HEAVENS, foreword by Bishop Paul 
Hinder (2019), xlv, 143 pages. 

 
16 [co-edited collection] THE HAJJ: PILGRIMAGE IN ISLAM, edited by Eric Tagliacozzo and Shawkat 

M. Toorawa (Cambridge University Press, 2016), xv, 343 pages (commissioned). 
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15 [collaborative edition] John Gorrie, A MAIDEN OF MAURITIUS, edited by Judy Allen, Jean Ayler, 

Marina Carter and Shawkat M. Toorawa (Pink Pigeon Press/Solitaire, 2016), x, 262 pages. 
  
14 [edition & collaborative translation] Ibn al-Sa‘i, NISA’ AL-KHULAFA’ / CONSORTS OF THE CALIPHS: 

WOMEN AND THE COURT OF BAGHDAD, edited by Shawkat M. Toorawa, translated by the 
editors of the Library of Arabic Literature, foreword by Marina Warner, introduction by Julia Bray 
(NYU Press, 2015), xlv, 226 pages. 

 
*English-only paperback: CONSORTS OF THE CALIPHS: WOMEN AND THE COURT OF 
BAGHDAD (2017), xlv, 172 pages.  

 
13 [edited anthology] THE CITY THAT NEVER SLEEPS: POEMS OF NEW YORK, edited by Shawkat 

M. Toorawa, foreword by Anne Pierson Wiese (State University of New York Press, 2015), xxxvii, 
147 pages. 

 
12 [volume co-edited] Ibn Fadlan, KITAB IBN FADLAN / MISSION TO THE VOLGA, ed. and tr. by 

James E. Montgomery.  In Two Arabic Travel Books (2015), 163–309, vol. editors Philip F. 
Kennedy and Shawkat M. Toorawa.   

 
*English-only paperback: Ibn Fadlan, MISSION TO THE VOLGA, foreword by Tim Severin (2017), 
xxxix, 138 pages. 

  
11 [volume edited] ‘A’ishah al-Ba‘uniyyah, AL-MUNTAKHAB FI USUL AL-RUTAB FI ‘ILM AL-

TASAWWUF / THE PRINCIPLES OF SUFISM, ed. and tr. by Th. Emil Homerin, volume editor 
Shawkat M. Toorawa (NYU Press, 2014), xx, 200.   

 
*English-only paperback: THE PRINCIPLES OF SUFISM, foreword by Ros Ballaster (NYU Press, 
2017), xxix, 139 pages. 

  
10 [volume edited] Al-Qadi al-Quda‘i, DUSTUR MA‘ALIM AL-HIKAM / A TREASURY OF VIRTUES 

WITH AL-JAHIZ, MI’AT KALIMAH / ONE HUNDRED PROVERBS, ed. and tr. by Tahera 
Qutbuddin, vol. editor Shawkat M. Toorawa (2013), xxxviii, 268 pages.   

 
*English-only paperback: A TREASURY OF VIRTUES WITH AL-JAHIZ, ONE HUNDRED PROVERBS, 
foreword by Rowan Williams (2017), xl, 173 pages. 

 
9 [edition & translation] Dev Virahsawmy, FLAME TREE LANE / LENPAS FLANBWAYAN, edited and 

translated by Shawkat M. Toorawa, foreword by Françoise Lionnet (Pink Pigeon/ Solitaire, 2012), 
xviii, 167 pages. 

 
8  [co-edited collection] ISLAM: A SHORT GUIDE TO THE FAITH, edited by Roger Allen and Shawkat 

M. Toorawa, foreword by Bruce B. Lawrence (Wm. B. Eerdmans, 2011), xviii, 177 pages 
(commissioned). 

  
7 [collaborative study & translation] Gregor Schoeler, THE GENESIS OF LITERATURE IN ISLAM: 

FROM THE AURAL TO THE READ, revised edition, in collaboration with and translated by 
Shawkat M. Toorawa (Edinburgh University Press; American University in Cairo Press, 2009), viii, 
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152 pages. 
 
6  [edited collection] THE WESTERN INDIAN OCEAN: ESSAYS ON ISLANDS AND ISLANDERS, 

edited by Shawkat M. Toorawa, foreword by Meghan Vaughan (HTT, 2007), xx, 154 pages. 
 
5  [co-edited collection] ARABIC LITERARY CULTURE, 500-925, edited by Michael Cooperson and 

Shawkat M. Toorawa, Dictionary of Literary Biography, vol. 311 (Thomson Gale, 2005), xxiv, 357 
pages (commissioned). 

 
4  [authored study] IBN ABI TAHIR TAYFUR AND ARABIC WRITERLY CULTURE: A NINTH-CENTURY 

BOOKMAN IN BAGHDAD (RoutledgeCurzon, 2005), xiii, 214 pages.   
 
  *Paperback: 2010. 
 
3  [edition & translation] Adonis, A TIME BETWEEN ASHES AND ROSES, POEMS, translation, critical 

Arabic edition, and afterword by Shawkat M. Toorawa, foreword by Nasser Rabbat (Syracuse 
University Press, 2004), xviii, 228 pages. 

  
2  [co-edited collection] LAW AND EDUCATION IN MEDIEVAL ISLAM: STUDIES IN MEMORY OF 

GEORGE MAKDISI, edited by Joseph E. Lowry, Devin J. Stewart and Shawkat M. Toorawa, 
foreword by Edward Peters (Gibb Memorial Trust, 2004), xiv, 194 pages. 

  
1  [collaboratively authored study] K. Brustad, M. Cooperson, J. J. Elias, N. N. Khoury, J. Lowry, N. 

Rabbat, D. Reynolds, D. Stewart, and S. M. Toorawa, INTERPRETING THE SELF: 
AUTOBIOGRAPHY IN THE ARABIC LITERARY TRADITION, edited by Dwight F. Reynolds 
(University of California Press, 2001), ix, 336 pages. 

 
 
SPECIAL JOURNAL ISSUES 
 
6 Anglophone Muslim Women Writing, edited by Naseem Lallmahomed-Aumeerally and Shawkat 

M. Toorawa. Special issue of THE MUSLIM WORLD 111/2 (2021), 156 pages. 
 
5 The Qur’an in Modern World Literature, edited by Helen Blatherwick and Shawkat M. Toorawa, 

foreword by David Damrosch.  Special issue of JOURNAL OF QUR’ANIC STUDIES 16/3 (2014), 
223 pages. 

  
4  From Orientalists to Arabists: The Shift in Literary Studies, edited by Dina Amin and Shawkat M. 

Toorawa. Special issue of JOURNAL OF ARABIC LITERATURE 41/1–2 (2010), 195 pages. 
  
3  Arabic Literature before al-Muwaylihi, edited by Devin J. Stewart and Shawkat M. Toorawa. 

Special issue of MIDDLE EASTERN LITERATURES, 11/2 (2008), 140 pages. 
 
2  Studies Presented to Roger Allen on the Occasion of his 65th Birthday and Commemorating 40 

years of Distinguished Service to Arabic Studies, edited by Shawkat M. Toorawa. Special issue of 
AL-‘ARABIYYA: JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF TEACHERS OF ARABIC 40-
41 (2007–2008), xxxi, 271 pages. 
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 1  Special Focus: Mauritian Writing in English, edited by Nandini Bhautoo-Dewnarain and Shawkat 

M. Toorawa. Special section: WASAFIRI 30 (Autumn 1999): 21-41. 
 
ARTICLES IN REFEREED JOURNALS AND BOOKS  
 
39 What and Where on Earth is Waqwaq? In HARIRI, TANUKHI, AND WAQWAQ. Special issue of 

JOURNAL OF ABBASID STUDIES 10 (2023), 184–207.  
 
38 Teaching the Arabian Nights through Graphic Novels. In APPROACHES TO TEACHING THE 

THOUSAND AND ONE NIGHTS, edited by Paulo Lemos Horta (New York: Modern Language 
Association of America, 2023), 119–131. 

 
37 ‘Ubayd Allah ibn Ahmad ibn Abi Tahir and his (Continuation of his Father’s) History of Baghdad. 

In ARABIC BELLES LETTRES, edited by Joseph E. Lowry and Shawkat M. Toorawa (Atlanta: 
Lockwood Press, 2019), 73–93. 

 
36 A Corpus, Not a Canon (Nor an Anthology): Creating a “Library of Arabic Literature.” In 

JOURNAL OF WORLD LITERATURE 2 (2017), 356–376. 
 
35 Performing the Pilgrimage.  In THE HAJJ: PILGRIMAGE IN ISLAM, edited by Eric Tagliacozzo 

and Shawkat M. Toorawa (Cambridge University Press, 2016), 215–230, 323–323. 
 
34 Poetry in the Modern Arab World.  In CAMBRIDGE COMPANION TO MODERN ARAB 

CULTURE, ed. Dwight F. Reynolds (Cambridge University Press, 2015), 96–111. 
 
33 Rendering the Qur’an into Cadenced, Rhyming English Prose: Process and Outcome in a 

Translation of Sūrat al-Ghashiya (Q. 88).  JOURNAL OF QUR’ANIC STUDIES 17/2 (2015), 103–
117. 
 

32 The Modern Literary (After)lives of Khidr.  In THE QUR’AN IN MODERN WORLD LITERATURE, 
ed. Helen Blatherwick and Shawkat M. Toorawa.  Special issue of the JOURNAL OF QUR’ANIC 
STUDIES 16/3 (2014): 174–195. 

 
31 Hapaxes in the Qur’an: Identifying and Cataloguing Lone Words (and Loan Words).  In NEW 

PERSPECTIVES ON THE QUR’AN. THE QUR’AN IN ITS HISTORICAL CONTEXT 2, ed. Gabriel S. 
Reynolds (London: Routledge, 2011), 191–244.  

 
30 Islam.  In ISLAM: A SHORT GUIDE TO THE FAITH, ed. Roger Allen and Shawkat M. Toorawa (W. 

P. Eerdmans, 2011), 3–17.  
 
29 Surat Maryam (Q. 19): Lexicon, Lexical Echoes, English Translation. JOURNAL OF QUR’ANIC 

STUDIES 13/1 (2011), 25–78. 
 
28 Prayer.  In KEY THEMES FOR THE STUDY OF ISLAM, ed. Jamal J. Elias (Oneworld Publications, 

2010), 263-281. 
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27 Proximity, Resemblance, Sidebars and Clusters: Ibn al-Nadim’s Organisational Principles in 
Fihrist 3.3. ORIENS 38/1–2 (2010), Special Issue:  ABBASID STUDIES III, ed. James E. 
Montgomery, 217–247. 

 
26 Hapless Hapaxes and Luckless Rhymes:  The Qur’an as Literature. RELIGION & LITERATURE 

41/2 (2009), 221–227. 
 
25 The Shifa’ al-‘alil of Azad Bilgrami (d. 1200/1786): Introducing an Eighteenth-Century Work on al-

Mutanabbi’s Poetry. MIDDLE EASTERN LITERATURES 11/2 (2008), 249–264.   
 
24 Referencing the Qur’an: A Proposal, with Illustrative Translations and Discussion. JOURNAL OF 

QUR’ANIC STUDIES 9(1) (2007), 134–148. 
  
23 Islamic Literatures: Writing in the Shade of the Qur’an.  In VOICES OF ISLAM, VOL. 4:  VOICES 

OF BEAUTY, ART AND SCIENCE, ed. Vincent Cornell (Greenwood, 2006), 121–141. 
 
22 Defining Adab by (re)defining the Adib: Ibn Abi Tahir Tayfur and storytelling.  In ON FICTION 

AND ADAB IN MEDIEVAL ARABIC LITERATURE, ed. Philip Kennedy (Harrassowitz, 2005), 285-
306. 

 
21 Modern Arabic Literature and the Qur’an: Creativity, Inimitability… Incompatibilities?  In 

RELIGIOUS PERSPECTIVES IN MODERN MUSLIM AND JEWISH LITERATURES, ed. Glenda 
Abramson and Hilary Kilpatrick (RoutledgeCurzon, 2005), 239-257. 

 
20 ‘New Flames from Old Fires’ [Afterword]. In Adonis, A TIME BETWEEN ASHES AND ROSE, 

POEMS (Syracuse University Press, 2004), 181-198. 
 
19 Travel in the Medieval Islamic World: The Importance of Patronage as Illustrated by ‘Abd al-Latif 

al-Baghdadi (and other littérateurs).  In EASTWARD BOUND: TRAVEL AND TRAVELLERS, 1050-
1550, ed. Rosamund Allen (Manchester University Press, 2004), 57-70.  

 
 19a. [retitled reprint] Thinking about Travel in the Medieval Islamic World. AL-‘USUR AL-WUSTA: 

THE BULLETIN OF MIDDLE EAST MEDIEVALISTS 20/2 (2008), 46-54. 
 
18 Ibn Abi Tahir vs. al-Jahiz, or: Defining the adib.  In ‘ABBASID STUDIES. OCCASIONAL PAPERS 

OF THE SCHOOL OF ‘ABBASID STUDIES. Cambridge, 6-10 July 2002, ed. James Montgomery 
(Peeters, 2004), 247-261. 

  
17 Play in the Qur’an. JOURNAL OF QUR’ANIC STUDIES 5(1) (2003), 99-102. 
  
16 “We were here first”: The rhetoric of identity and anteriority among African-American Muslims 

and Muslims in Mauritius. JOURNAL OF ISLAMIC LAW AND CULTURE 8(1) (Spring/Summer 
2003), 1-39. 

 
15 Reflections on the Shoah by an Itinerant Muslim.  BRIDGES: AN INTERDISCIPLINARY JOURNAL 

OF THEOLOGY, PHILOSOPHY, HISTORY AND SCIENCE 10 (3-4) (Fall/Winter 2003), 275-287. 
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14 Seeking refuge from evil: The power and portent of the closing chapters of the Qur’an. 
JOURNAL OF QUR’ANIC STUDIES 4(2) (2002), 54-60. 

 
13 Is Multiculturalism Bad for Art?  Carl de Souza’s La maison qui marchait vers le large and the 

Mauritian City. L’ESPRIT CRÉATEUR 41(3) (2001), 197-206.   
 
 13a. [revised reprint] Is Multiculturalism Bad for Art?  Carl de Souza’s La maison qui marchait vers 

le large and the Mauritian City. In STYLE IN AFRICAN LITERATURE: ESSAYS ON LITERARY 
STYLISTICS AND NARRATIVE STYLES, ed. J. K. S. Makokha, O. J. Obiero and R. West-Pavlov 
(Rodopi, 2012), 147-162. 

 
12 Wâq al-wâq: Fabulous, Fabular, Indian Ocean (?) Islands… EMERGENCES 10(2) (November 

2000), 387-402.   
 
 12a. [reprint] Wâq al-wâq: Fabulous, Fabular, Indian Ocean (?) Islands… In THE WESTERN 

INDIAN OCEAN:  ESSAYS ON ISLANDS AND ISLANDERS, ed. Shawkat M. Toorawa (The 
Hassam Toorawa Trust, 2007), 49-65. 

 
11 ‘Translating’ The Tempest: Dev Virahsawmy’s Toufann, Cultural Creolization, and the Rise of 

Mauritian Kreol. AFRICAN THEATRE 3 (2000), 125-138. 
 
10 ‘Strange bedfellows’? Mauritian Writers and Shakespeare. WASAFIRI 30 (Autumn 1999), 27-31. 
 
9 Notes Toward a Biography of Ibn Abi Tahir Tayfur (d. 893). UNIVERSITY OF MAURITIUS 

RESEARCH JOURNAL: HUMANITIES & SOCIAL SCIENCES 1 (1998), 121-140. 
 
8 Burdens of the Past, Burdens of the Present: Reflections on the Negotiation of Neglect. 

BERMUDA JOURNAL OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND MARITIME HISTORY 9 (1997), 104-119.   
 
 8a. [abridgment] Burdens of the Past, Burdens of the Present: Reflections on the Negotiation of 

Neglect. In COASTAL FORTIFICATIONS/FORTIFICATION CÔTIÈRES, ed. Philippe La Hausse de 
Lalouvière (Tamarin, Mauritius: Heritage, 1998), 171-78. 

 
7 Language and Male Homosocial Desire in the Autobiography of ‘Abd al-Latif al-Baghdadi (d. 

629/1231). EDEBIYÂT: THE JOURNAL OF MIDDLE EASTERN LITERATURES, New Series 7(2) 
(Fall 1996), 45-59. 

 
6 Walt Whitman in Adonis’ Manhattan: Some thoughts on ‘A Grave for New York’. PERIODICA 

ISLAMICA 6(2) (1996), 15-20. 
 
5 The Educational Background of ‘Abd al-Latif al-Baghdadi. MUSLIM EDUCATION QUARTERLY 

13(3) (Spring 1996), 35-53. 
 
 5a. [revised] A Portrait of ‘Abd al-Latif al-Baghdadi's Education and Instruction.  In LAW AND 

EDUCATION IN MEDIEVAL ISLAM: STUDIES IN MEMORY OF GEORGE MAKDISI, ed. J. Lowry, 
D. Stewart and S. M. Toorawa (Cambridge: Gibb Memorial Trust, 2004), 91-109. 
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4 The dhimmi in medieval Islamic society: Non-Muslim physicians of Iraq in Ibn Abi Usaybi‘a’s 
‘Uyun al-anba’ fi tabaqat al-atibba’. FIDES ET HISTORIA 26(1) (Winter/ Spring 1994), 10-21. 

 
3 Muhammad, Muslims and Islamophiles in the Commedia. THE MUSLIM WORLD 82(1-2) 

(January-April 1992), 133-143. 
 
2 Now You See Me, Now You Don’t: Point of View and the Embedded Narrator in al-Tayyib Salih’s 

‘Dumat Wad Hamid’. JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN RESEARCH CENTER IN EGYPT  28 (1992), 
213-221. 

 
1 Movement in Mahfuz’s Tharthara fawq al-nil. JOURNAL OF ARABIC LITERATURE 22(2) (1991), 

53-65. 
 
 
TRANSLATIONS IN JOURNALS AND BOOKS (* = IN REFEREED PUBLICATIONS) 
 
27 The Qur’anic Story of Joseph in 5 Acts: A Playscript Translation of Sūrat Yūsuf (Q. 12).  

JOURNAL OF QUR’ANIC STUDIES 25/3 (2023), 148–168. 
 
26  * A Rhyming Translation of Surat al-Layl (Q. 92). JOURNAL OF QUR’ANIC STUDIES 24/3 (2022),  

98–99. 
 
25  * Cadenced Rhyming Translations of Surat al-Naba’ (Q. 78) and Surat al-Takwir (Q. 81).  

JOURNAL OF QUR’ANIC STUDIES 23/2 (2021), 186–190. 
 
24  * A Translation of Sūrat al-Kahf (Q. 18): ‘The Cave.’ JOURNAL OF QUR’ANIC STUDIES 23/1 

(2021), 109–127. 
 
23 * In Praise of Pretense, by Abdelfattah Kilito. In al-Hariri, IMPOSTURES, tr. Michael Cooperson 

(NYU Press, 2020), ix–xv. 
 
22  * A Translation of Q Luqmân/31. In HIS PEN AND INK ARE A POWERFUL MIRROR, edited by S 
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[Documentary] Invited scholar, Jésus et l’Islam (dir. Gérard Mordillat and Jérôme Prieur), Archipel 33 (Air 

date 8–10 December 2015) 
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[Radio] Ideas Matter, WAMC (http:// wamc.org/post/ideas-matter-muslim-voices) (Air date, live: 14 

November 2014). 
 
[Radio] Cornell Responds Public Service Announcement, Caring Community Initiative, Cornell University 

(www. caringcommunity.cornell.edu/media) (Air dates:  July & August 2013). 
 
[Television] Guest panelist, The Charlie Rose Islam Series: Inside Islam (http:// www. 

tv.com/shows/charlie-rose/watch/inside-islam-1394499) (Air date: 1 July 2011). 
 
[Exhibit] Co-curator, ‘New York, New York, It’s a Hell of a Town: The2NakedGuysCollective—New York 

City Poetry & Prints.  Study Gallery, Johnson Museum, Cornell University (April 2011; re-
exhibited October, 2015). 

 
[Television/Video] In conversation with Lindsey Collen.  Mauritius College of the Air (1998). 
 
 
 
 
SCHOLARLY PRESENTATIONS AND INVITED LECTURES 
 
‘The Challenges of Translating Classical Arabic Literature.’ University of Arkansas (April 2024) [invited]  
 
‘Paper, paper everywhere:  Arabic Writerly Culture in 9th Century Baghdad’. Phi Beta Kappa Lecture. 
 

— University at Albany (February 2024) [invited] 
— The College of William & Mary (February 2024) [invited] 

 
‘What (and Where) on Earth is Waqwaq?’ College of William & Mary (February 2024) [invited] 
 
‘Doing the Qur’an Justice in Translation.’ Phi Beta Kappa Lecture.  
 

—  University of Mississippi (January 2024) [invited] 
— University of Arkansas (April 2024) [invited]  
—  American University (April 2024) [invited]  

 
‘What, Where, and Wither Waqwaq?’ Monday Majlis [on Zoom], University of Exeter (October 2023) 

[invited] < https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qeibwXlyT3w> [invited] 
 
‘Aftershock: The (Un)Orthodox Scholarship of Christoph Melchert.’ Law, Hadith, and Piety: a conference 

in honour of Christopher Melchert, Pembroke College, Oxford (September 2023) [invited] 
 
‘What (and Where) on Earth is Waqwaq?’ Macalester College [on Zoom] (April 2023) [invited] 
 
‘What (and Where) on Earth is Waqwaq?’ Leiden Lectures on Arabic Language & Culture, National 

Museum of Antiquities, Leiden (May 2022) [invited] 
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‘Islam or, “That which we call a rose/By any other name would smell as sweet…”.’ NEH Summer 
Institute: A Reverence for Words (City Lore and NYU) (July 2021) [invited] 

 

Respondent, ‘Legal Rhetoric and Engagement with Listeners.’ Workshop on Late Antique Instruction and 
the Qur’an, Project on Qur’anic Commentary: An Integrative Paradigm, University of Oxford 
(April 2021) [invited] 

 
‘Looking beyond the Arabian Nights: Nine (or so) Exceptional Works of (mostly medieval) Arabic 

Literature,’ Yale Young Global Scholars Program, Yale University (July 2020, July 2019) [invited] 
 
‘Women as Fruit? What and (where) on earth is the Waqwaq tree.’ The Medieval Institute, University of 

Notre Dame (November 2019) [invited]  
 
‘Illustrating Classical Arabic Literature. Part 1. From the Arabian Nights (again?) to the Graphic Novel.  

Part 2. From the Maqāmāt (again?) to the Library of Arabic Literature,’ Yale Young Global 
Scholars Program, Yale University (August 2019) [invited] 

 
‘From Mechanical Horses to Manuals of Desire: Five Extraordinary Selections from Arabic Literature (and 

how they help us understand the Middle East),’ Special program for Greater New Haven 
Teachers, Council on Middle Eastern Studies, Yale University (November 2018) [invited] 

 
‘Some Thoughts on awtād, and what’s a(s) stake. Linguistic, Literary and Thematic Perspectives on the 

Qur’anic Corpus,’ Theme:  The Meaning of the Word, International Qur’anic Studies Association, 
Denver (November 2018) 

 
‘Haqqa tilāwatihi—Doing the Qur’an justice in English translation.’ 10th Conference on the Qur’an, 

Centre of Islamic Studies at SOAS, University of London (November 2018)  
 
‘The Language of the Qur’an and its Influence on Literature.’ NEH Summer Institute: A Reverence for 

Words (City Lore and NYU), New York University (July 2018). 
 
‘The Qur’an. Histories of the Self,’ Yale for Life, Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale 

University (June 2018) 
 
[Mini-course] 9th–10th-century Baghdad (and its “Bad” Boys and Girls).’ Yale-NUS College, Singapore 

(March 14–20, 2018). 
 
‘An “Observant” Muslim in the Trump-Era Academy: Forced Identity Choices of an Arabist Scholar in 

America.’ Humanities Research Center Cluster: Freedom of Religion v. National Identity: 
Democracy and Secularism on Trial, Northeastern University (September 2017) [invited] 

 
‘Rhyme’s Reason: Translating the Qur’an’s (Most) Important Features, illustrated with antiphonal  

readings. The 2017 Trehan Lecture in Islamic Studies, University of Pennsylvania, (April 2017) 
[invited] 

 
‘Passages from the Qur’an in Recitation and Translation.’ Whitney Humanities Center, Yale University 

(April 2017)  
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‘Daughters in the Qur’an.’ 8th Conference on the Qur’an, Centre of Islamic Studies at SOAS, University of 

London (November 2016) 
 
‘Rhyme’s Reason: How to Translate What (Is)n’t There.’  Literature Program, New York University Abu 

Dhabi (March 2016) [invited] 
 
‘Minding and Mending al-Mutanabbī: Āzād Bilgrāmī (d. 1200/1786), classical Arabic literature (and us),’ 

Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations, Yale University (December 2015) [invited] 
 
‘Rhyme and Soundscape in Q Baqarah 2,’ Theme: Surat al-Baqara (Q2), Linguistic, Literary and Thematic 

Perspectives on the Qur’anic Corpus, International Qur’anic Studies Association, Atlanta 
(November 2015) 

  
‘Life, Literature and the Pursuit of Happiness: My Life as a Scholar Student Lover of Literature,’ 

Comparative Cultures and Literatures Forum, Cornell University (December 2014) [invited] 
 
‘Mending Mutanabbī: An 18th-Century Indian Contribution to Arabic Literature,’ Majlis al-Mutanabbi, 

Abu Dhabi International Book Fair, Abu Dhabi (May 2014) [invited] 
 
‘Kaf Ha’ Ya’ ‘Ayn Sad:  Modern Arabic Literature and the “Meaning” of the Muqatta‘at.’ 8th Conference 

on the Qur’an, Centre of Islamic Studies at SOAS, University of London (November 2013) 
 
Mellon-Sawyer Qur’an Seminar, University of Notre Dame, South Bend, IL (February, April, 2013)  
 
‘How (Not) To Translate the Qur’an,’ Qur’an Seminar, Notre Dame University, South Bend, IL (February 

2013) [invited] 
 
Moderator and Panelist, ‘Caliphs and their Consorts: Translating Anecdotes and Poetry,’ a Panel 

Discussion with the Library of Arabic Literature Editorial Board, Intercontinental Hotel, Abu 
Dhabi (December 2012) 

 
‘Hapless Hapaxes & Luckless Rhymes: The Sad Fate of Qur’an Translation.’  The Right Side of the 

Tapestry: A Conversation on Translation, Oakley Center for Humanities & Social Sciences, 
Williams College (October 2012) [invited] 

 
Chair (Warfare, Violence and Heresy), Discussant (Finances and Archives), Chair (Books and Music), Chair 

(Storytellers and Poets), Eleventh Conference of the School of ‘Abbasid Studies, University of 
Exeter, England (July 2012) 

 
‘Translation in Practice.’  Library of Arabic Literature.  World Literature and Translation.  NYU Abu Dhabi, 

Abu Dhabi (December 2011) [invited]. 
 
‘The Modern Literary (After)lives of al-Khidr,’ 7th Conference on the Qur’an, Centre of Islamic Studies at 

SOAS, University of London (November 2011).  
 
‘In a Galaxy Far, Far Away… When Words Fail Us,’ Android Lecture, Cornell University (August 2010) 
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[invited]. 
 
Discussant, Tenth Conference, School of ‘Abbasid Studies, Catholic University, Leuven, Belgium (July 

2010) [invited]. 
 
‘Proximity, Resemblance, Sidebars and Clusters: Ibn al-Nadim’s Organisational Principles in Fihrist 3.3,’ 

Near Eastern Studies Colloquium, Cornell University (February 2010). 
 
‘A Glimpse into the Education of a Medieval Muslim Polymath: ‘Abd al-Latif al-Baghdadi’s 

Autobiography,’ York-Noor Lecture Series, Vanier College, York University, Toronto (November 
2009) [invited]. 

 
‘Fathers and Mothers in the Qur’an,’ York-Noor Lecture Series, Noor Cultural Centre, Toronto 

(November 2009) [invited]. 
 
‘(Absent) Fathers in the Qur’an,’ 6th Conference on the Qur’an, Centre of Islamic Studies at SOAS, 

University of London (November 2009).  
 
‘Loan Words and Lone Words:  An Inquiry into the Function(s) of Hapaxes, Quadriliterals and other such 

curiosities in the Qur’an,’ The Qur’an in its Historical Context 2, Notre Dame University, South 
Bend, IN (April 2009) [invited]. 

 
‘Is Anything Sacred?  Modern Arabic Writers and the Qur’an,’ Religion Distinguished Visitor, Haverford 

College, Haverford, PA (February 2009) [invited]. 
 
Discussant, Ninth Conference of the School of ‘Abbasid Studies, Trinity Hall, Cambridge, England (July 

2008) [invited]. 
  
Panel Chair, ‘Characters and Characterisation,’ 5th Conference on the Qur’an: Text, Interpretation & 

Translation, Centre of Islamic Studies at SOAS, University of London (November 2007) [invited]. 
 
Panelist, ‘Othering: Social Processes and Cultural Expressions:  Imagining Muslims/Imagining Others: 

South Asia, Southeast Asia, Europe,’ Institute for European Studies Religious Pluralism 
Conference, Kahin Center, Cornell University (September 2007) [invited]. 

 
‘Arabic Literature in the 18th century: Azad Bilgrami and his Commitments,’ Institute of Ismaili Studies 

London (May 2007) [invited] 
 
‘Arabic Literature in the “Age of Decline”—Lessons from 18th century India,’ Fellows Seminar, Oxford 

Centre for Islamic Studies, Oxford (May 2007) [invited] 
 
‘The Compatibility of Literature and Revelation:  Arabic and Muslim Writers and the Qur’an,’ Fairchild 

Lecture, University of Southern Mississippi (May 2007) [invited] 
 
‘What ‘asr al-inhitat?  Azad Bilgrami and Arabic Literature,’ University of Kolkata International Seminar on 

Perso-Arabic Threads in Indian Tapestry, Asiatic Society, Kolkata (April 2007) [invited] 
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‘Thinking about adab (writerly culture) in 9th century Baghdad,’ Department of Arabic, Aligarh Muslim 
University, Aligarh, India (December 2006) [invited] 

  
‘Adonis, a “prophetic” poet,’ Department of Arabic, Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh, India (December 

2006) [invited] 
 
‘Oriental Studies and Islamic Studies in North America—Before and After,’  Vice-Chancellor Extension 

Lecture, Aligarh Muslim University (November 2006) [invited] 
 
‘Paper, paper everywhere:  Arabic Writerly Culture in 9th Century Baghdad,’ Faculty Seminar, Centre for 

Historical Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, India (September 2006) [invited] 
 
‘Al-adab al-‘Arabi al-mu‘asir wal-Qur’an al-karim/Modern Arabic literature and the Holy Qur’an.’ 

Department of Arabic, Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi, India (September 2006) [invited] 
 
‘Who (and how) does Ibn al-Nadim cluster?  Looking for answers in Fihrist 3.3,’  Eighth Conference of the 

School of ‘Abbasid Studies, St Andrews University, Scotland (July 2006) 
 
‘Parallelism and Echoing in Surat Maryam (Q. 19),’ The Qur’an: Text, Interpretation & Translation 

Conference, Centre of Islamic Studies at SOAS, University of London (November 2005) [invited] 
 
‘Portrayal of the Self in the Work of Adonis, or The Arab(ic) Poet as Prophet,’ Portrayal of the Self in the 

Modern Middle East, University of Groningen (May 2005) [invited] 
 
‘What’s in the Kitab al-manthur wa-al-manzum (before 280/893) anyway?’, Seventh Conference of the 

School of ‘Abbasid Studies, Catholic University, Leuven, Belgium (July 2004) 
 
‘The Quran and Modern Arabic Literature,’ Arabic Studies University Seminar, Columbia University (April 

2003) [invited] 
 
‘Travel in the medieval Islamic world reconsidered,’ 213th Meeting of the American Oriental Society, 

Nashville, TN (April 2003) 
 
‘How ‘Abd al-Latif al-Baghdadi (and others) helped me rethink travel in the Islamic middle ages,’ Asian 

and African Languages and Literature and the Center for the Study of Muslim Networks, Duke 
University (February 2003) [invited] 

 
‘Ibn Abi Tahir v. al-Jahiz, or defining the adib,’ Sixth Conference of the School of ‘Abbasid Studies, 

Trinity Hall, Cambridge, England (July 2002) [invited] 
 
Yafirru min al-munaziri in atahu,” or Ibn Abi Tahir and (never) running from a good “fight”,’ 212th 

Meeting of the American Oriental Society, Houston, TX (March 2002) 
 
‘Kaf-Ha-Ya-‘Ayn-Sad: The Qur’an’s Mystical Letters in Two Modern Arab/ic Writers,’ New York 

Conference on Asian Studies, Cornell University (October 2001) 
 
‘«Vivre sous d’autres latitudes»: “The Mapmakers of Spitalfields” and Other Survivors of Cartography,’ 
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Reorienting Europe Seminar, Institute for European Studies, A. D. White House, Cornell 
University (October 2001) [invited] 

 
‘What does the “diasporic” imagination beget?  Imagined histories of discovery among Muslims of 

Mauritius and North America,’ Society for the Humanities, Cornell University (September 2001) 
 
‘Arabic Writing at the Margins.  Efflorescence in a Period of “Decline”,’ Arabic Cultural Production 1400-

1800, University of Pennsylvania (May 2001) [invited] 
 
‘Meditations of a Multicultural Muslim,’ Third World Views of the Holocaust: An International Symposium, 

Northeastern University (April 2001) [invited] 
  
‘Who were the Shayatin al-‘Askar and how do we know?’, 211th Meeting of the American Oriental 

Society, Toronto, Ontario (March 2001) 
 
‘Resisting Creolization: Posit(ion)ing an “Arab” Mauritius,’ Creolization in the Indian Ocean Research 

Workshop, Hagop Kevorkian Center for Near Eastern Studies, New York University (January 
2001)  

 
‘Where Women Grow on Trees: Fabulous Indian Ocean Islands,’ South Asia Program, Cornell University 

(September 2000) 
 
‘Is Mauritius in Africa?  Is Africa in Mauritius?  Race and Identity on an Indian Ocean Island,’ W. E. B. Du 

Bois Institute for Afro-American Research Colloquium Series, Harvard University (April 2000) 
 
‘“We were here first”: The politics and rhetoric of an Arab-Islamic Mauritius and an Afr-Islamic America,’ 

Harvard Africa Seminar, Harvard University (April 2000) [invited] 
 
‘The Marvelous Waqwaq Tree,’ Department of Religion, Wellesley College (March 2000) [invited] 
 
‘The forgotten poetic talents of Ibn Abi Tahir Tayfur,’ 210th Meeting of the American Oriental Society, 

Portland, OR (March 2000) 
 
‘Where Women Grow on Trees:  The Arab-Islamic Waqwaq tree and the New World’: (i) Islamic and Near 

Eastern Studies Colloquium, University of California, Santa Barbara (February) (February 2000) 
[invited], (ii) Near Eastern Languages and Cultures, University of California, Los Angeles 
(February 2000) [invited]  

 
‘Is Multiculturalism Bad for Art?  Carl de Souza’s Mauritian City in La maison qui marchait vers le large,’ 

Conference on Cities and Cultural Diversity in France and the Francophone World, University of 
California, Los Angeles (February 2000) [invited]  

 
‘Translating’ The Tempest: Dev Virahsawmy’s Toufann, Cultural Creolization and the Rise of Mauritian 

Kreol,’ Seminar in Cross-Cultural Poetics and Rhetoric, The Humanities Center, Harvard 
University (February 2000) [invited]  

  
‘New Flames from Old Fires: Adonis and the Alchemy of an Arab/ic Future,’ Department of Near Eastern 
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Studies, Cornell University (January 2000) [invited] 
  
‘“We were here first”: The politics and rhetoric of an Arab-Islamic Mauritius,’ Department of Near 

Eastern Languages and Cultures, The Ohio State University (January 2000) [invited] 
  
‘Mauritius, Zanzibar and the “endowing” dhow,’ Dhow Culture Workshop, Stonetown, Zanzibar (July 

1999) [invited]  
 
‘Fabular Islands of the Southwest Indian Ocean,’ Islands: histories and representations, University of 

Kent, Canterbury, UK (April 1999) [invited]  
 
‘“What’s past is prologue:” Shakespeare, Mauritian Writers, and the “decolonization” of the mind,’ 

Transfer of power and the decolonisation process: the Mauritian Experience, Mahatma Gandhi 
Institute, Mauritius (December 1998) 

  
‘The Appropriation of Shakespeare in Mauritian Literature,’ Festival of Writing from the Commonwealth 

Islands, University of Mauritius (July 1998) [invited]  
 
‘Descriptions and locations of the Waqwaq tree,’ The Middle East Literature Seminar, University of 

Pennsylvania (April 1998) 
 
‘From Memory to Written Record: Aspects of Orality and Literacy in Classical Arabic Literature,’ 

Department of Humanities Seminar, University of Mauritius (March 1998) 
 
‘Functioning in a pluricultural context,’ Seminar on the Role of Arabic in a Multilingual and Pluricultural 

Context, Mauritius (January 1998) [invited]  
 
‘Reflections on the Negotiation of Neglect,’ Department of Architecture, Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology (November 1997) [invited]  
 
‘Why I Am (Not) An Africanist,’ The Fifth African Studies Consortium, Center for Contemporary African 

Studies, University of Pennsylvania (October 1997) 
 
‘The Arab-Islamic Waqwaq tree and the New World,’ Department of Religion, Amherst College 

(September 1997) [invited]  
 
‘Waqwaq revisited and resituated,’ 207th Meeting of the American Oriental Society, Miami, FL (March 

1997) 
 
‘Mapping Communities and their Territories,’ Towards the Making of a Multicultural Society, Mahatma 

Gandhi Institute, Mauritius (November 1996) 
 
‘Where Women Grow on Trees (?):  America and Mauritius in Travel Accounts,’ USA-Mauritius 200 Years:  

Trade, History, Culture, University of Mauritius (March 1995) [invited] 
 
‘Language and Male Homosocial Desire in the Autobiography of ‘Abd al-Latif al-Baghdadi,’ 27th Middle 

East Studies Association Conference (MESA), Research Triangle Park, NC (November 1993) 
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[delivered in absentia] 
 
‘Dhimmi  physicians in Ibn Abi Usaybi‘ah’s ‘Uyun al-anba’ fi  tabaqat al-ayibba,’  18th Fall Meeting of The 

Conference on Faith and History, Westmont College (November 1992) [invited]  
 
‘Songs of Myself:  Adonis (b. 1930) and Modernist Arabic Poetry, followed by a reading of ‘This, Is My 

Name.’ The MultiCultural Center, University of California-Santa Barbara (November 1992) 
[invited]  

 
‘Discourses of Gender in the Ninth Century:  Ibn Abi Tahir’s Balaghat al-nisa,’  26th MESA Conference, 

Portland, OR (October 1992) 
 
‘The Madrid (West Asia) Conference, Home(land)lessness, International (Community) Service, and 

Ter(ror)toriality via a reading of Adonis’s ‘An Introduction to the History of the Petty King(dom)s’, 
The Round Table, Duke University (November 1991) 

 
‘The Inscription of Power in Ibn Abi Tahir’s Kitab Baghdad,’ 25th MESA Conference, Washington, DC  

(November 1991) 
 
‘Ibn Abi Tahir Tayfur and the Bad Boys of Baghdad,’ The Asian and African Languages and Literature 

Faculty Seminar, Duke University (April 1990) 
 
‘The Transition from Achievement-based to Proficiency-based Teaching in Arabic and Other Languages,’ 

The Department of Teaching English as a Foreign Language, at the American University in Cairo, 
Egypt (February 1989) [invited]  

 
‘Observations on Mahfuz’s Thartharah fawq an-nil,’ American Research Center in Egypt Conference, The 

University Museum, University of Pennsylvania (April 1989) 
 
‘At-Tayyib Salih’s ‘Dumat Wad Hamid’,’ American Research Center in Egypt, Cairo (March 1989) 
 
‘Muhammad, Muslims and Islamophiles in the Commedia,’ The New College Biennial Conference on 

Medieval and Renaissance Studies, Sarasota, FL (March 1988) 
 
‘A Wounded Rose:  Poetry of a Homeland Under Siege,’ Association of Arab-American University 

Graduates Conference, Arlington, VA (October 1987) 
 
 
 
OTHER PUBLIC SPEAKING, APPEARANCES, WORKSHOPS (SELECTED) 
 
Reading, International Qur’anic Studies Association, Institute for Ismaili Studies, London (July 2024) 
 
Panel Chair, International Qur’anic Studies Association, Institute for Ismaili Studies, London (July 2024) 
 
Panelist, Roundtable, Here, and Here, and Here: Multifocal Approaches to Premodern Literatures, Yale 

(May 2024) 
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Panel Chair, ‘Intermediaries,’ Spellbound: Arabic and Persian Handbooks of Practical Magic, Yale (April 

2024) 
 
Panelist, Our Journey with the Library of Arabic Literature, LAL 10th Anniversary Celebration, New York 

University Abu Dhabi (September 2023) 
 
Faculty Speaker, Knowing, First-Year Orientation, Yale College (August 2023) 
 
Panelist, A Conversation on Religion and Literature, Department of Comparative Literature, Yale 

(October 2022)  
 
Panel Chair, ‘Situating Choukri and His Work,’ Mohamed Choukri: An International Conference, Yale 

(October 2022) 
 
Organizer (and Translator), ‘A Read-through of “Surah Yusuf, A Translation in 5 Acts”,’ International 

Qur’anic Studies Association, Palermo (September 2022) 
 
Panelist, Roundtable, ‘Qur’anic Coherence,’ International Qur’anic Studies Association, Palermo 

(September 2022) [invited] 
 
Discussant, ‘The East,’ Fifteenth Conference, School of ‘Abbasid Studies, University of Oxford (July 2022) 

[invited]. 
 
Co-convenor, Moderator, Medieval Futures, Humanities Quadrangle, Yale University (April 2022) 
 
Panelist, Roundtable, ‘Translation and Languages of Empire,’ Pointed Words: Poetry and Politics in the 

Global Present, Yale University (November 2018) [invited]  
 
Panelist, Roundtable, ‘Bias and Identity Politics in the Western Academic Study of the Qur’an,’ 

International Qur’anic Studies Association, Boston (November 2018) [invited] 
 
The (Medieval) Arabian Nights Meet the (Modern) Graphic Novel, New Faculty Orientation: Spouses & 

Partners, Faculty of Arts and Sciences, Yale University (August 2018) 
 
Convenor, Fourteenth Conference of the School of Abbasid Studies, Yale University (July 2018) 
 
The dr T project: Tea, shortbread, and Three Things worTh knowing, British School of Paris, Paris, France 

(November 2018) [invited] 
 
Panelist, Roundtable, Islam and Its Past Roundtable, International Qur’anic Studies Association, Boston 

(November 2017) [invited] 
 
The dr T project: Tea, shortbread, and Three Things worTh knowing, Fellows Dinner, Pierson College, 

Yale University (November 2016) 
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Panelist, Roundtable, The Qur’anic Seminar Roundtable and Book Launch, International Qur’anic Studies 
Association, Atlanta (November 2016) [invited] 

 
The Challenges of Translating Classical Arabic. Whitney Humanities Center Seminar, Yale University 

(October 2016)  
 
Keynote Speaker. Eid Banquet, Yale University (September 2016) [invited] 
 
What transforms. The Transformative Humanities.  Klarman Hall, Cornell University (April 2016) [invited] 
 
Moderator and panelist, ‘The Future of Libraries and Books, Libraries and Books of the Future.’  

Charisma of the Book: Global Perspectives, New York University Abu Dhabi Institute (March 
2016) [invited]   

 
Panelist, Roundtable, ‘The Current State of Qur’anic Studies and its Future,’ International Qur’anic 

Studies Association (IQSA), Atlanta (November 2015) [invited] [> Karen Bauer, ‘The Current State 
of Qur’anic Studies: Commentary on a Roundtable Discussion, Journal of the IQSA 1 (2016), 29–
45]. 

 
Panelist, ‘Should the Library of Arabic Literature Translate the Qur’an?’ Cambridge Qur’an Seminar, 

University of Cambridge (May 2015) [invited]   
 
Panelist, “Genres and Modes of Writing.” ‘A Corpus, Not a Canon: A Workshop on the Library of Arabic 

Literature,’ All Souls College, Oxford (April 2015)  
 
‘It’s Not a Race,’ Tuesday Lunch Engagement, Office of Academic Diversity Initiatives, Cornell University 

(January 2013) [invited] 
 
Moderator, A Tapestry of Possibilities, Campus Life, Cornell University (August 2012) [also:  2007, 2008, 

2009, 2010, 2011] [invited] 
 
Participant, Poetry Translation Workshop, NYUAD in New York, New York University (May 2012) 
 
Panelist, Creating a Culture of Academic Integrity: Addressing Issues Surrounding Academic Integrity 

and Plagiarism, Teaching Excellence Seminar, Center for Teaching Excellence, Cornell University 
(March 2011) [invited] 

 
Judge, First Cornell Poetry Slam, Willard Straight Hall, Cornell University (April 2010) [invited]  
 
Panelist, Islam in Africa: A Roundtable at Cornell University, Comparative Muslim Societies Program 

(April 2010) [invited] 
 
Moderator, Roundtable, Poetics of the Banlieue, French Studies Workshop, A. D. White House, Cornell 

University (February 2010) [invited] 
 
Panelist, Nobel Prize 2008: A Panel Discussion about J. G. Le Clézio, French Studies Program, Cornell 

University, Ithaca, NY (November 2008) [invited] 
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Discussant.  Screening of ‘Brick Lane,’ The Literary View From Below: Comparative Indian and Diasporic 

South-Asian Literature and Culture, Cornell University (May 2008) [invited] 
 
(with Leslie Sadler) ‘Does Engagement with Students in Residential Communities Benefit Faculty 

Teaching?’, NASPA—Student Affairs Administrators in Higher Education, Boston Convention 
Center (March 2008) 

 
Panel Co-Organizer, Co-Chair, Presenter.  Islamic Near East and South and Southeast Asia Joint Session: 

Interactions between Sanskritic, Arabic, and Persianate Intellectuals and Artists.  ‘Azad Bilgrami 
(1704-1786), Arabic, and Sanskrit Poetics.  217th Meeting of the American Oriental Society, San 
Antonio, TX (March 2007) 

 
Chair, Valedictory Session, University of Kolkata International Seminar on Perso-Arabic Threads in Indian 

Tapestry, National Library, Kolkata (February 2007) [invited] 
 
Meta-Discussant, Illusions of Order: A Border-Crossing Undergraduate Symposium on Medieval Cultural 

Production, A. D. White House, Cornell University (April 2006) [invited] 
 
Panelist, The Danish Cartoons and their Aftermath: Religious Sensitivity vs Freedom of the Press? Alice 

Cook House, Cornell University (February 2006) [invited] 
 
Participant.  The Humanities at Cornell and Beyond: A Roundtable Discussion, Moderated by Provost 

Biddy Martin, Cornell University (March 2005) 
 
Prisoner. Liberty and Justice for All Educational Symposium. Arts Quad, Cornell University (April 2004) 
 
Presenter.  L’Ile Maurice.  11th and 12th grade French, Ithaca High School, NY (April 2004) [invited] 
 
Panelist, September 11—Reflections and Concerns One Year Later, 52nd Annual Meeting of the Board 

of Trustees and Cornell University Council, Statler Hall, Cornell University (October 2002) 
[invited] 

 
‘On scholarly rigour,’ Islamic Foundation, Leicester, England (July 2002) [invited] 
 
Teaching Writing in Near Eastern Studies First-Year Courses. Cornell Panel, John S. Knight Institute for 

Writing in the Disciplines Summer Consortium 2001, Cornell University (June 2002) [invited] 
  
Panelist, Future Directions and Challenges for African American Studies.  Harvard University Department 

of Afro-American Studies 30th Anniversary Conference, Harvard University (April 2000) [invited] 
 
Guest speaker, ‘Constructing’ Identity on an African Island in the Indian Ocean: Race, Community, Caste 

and Religion,’ Mather House, Harvard University (February 2000) [invited] 
 
Presenter, ‘Whitman and Arabic Poetry,’ Re/Presenting America, American Studies Day, University of 

Mauritius (April 1996) [invited] 
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Respondent, Barbara Metcalf, ‘The Hindu Hajj.’ The Middle East Literature Seminar, Duke University 
(March 1990) [invited] 

 
RRAALL (formerly RRALL) Meetings: Boston, 2012; Leuven, 2010; San Antonio, 2007; Chesapeake Bay, 

2006; Granada 2004; Cornell University, 2002 (convenor); University of Pennsylvania, 2001; 
Washington DC/Timonium, MD, 1999; Middlebury College, 1997; Middlebury College, 1993; 
Washington DC, 1991; Lake Sammamish, WA, 1990; Duke University, 1990 (convenor); 
Timonium, MD, 1989; Toronto, Canada, 1989; Harvard University, 1989; Amherst College, 1988; 
University of Pennsylvania, 1987. 

 
 

 
SERVICE 
 
ACADEMIC 
 
Yale University, 2016— 
Member, Rosenthal Fund Committee (2024–25) 
Member, Search Committee, Italian Studies (2023-24) 
Member, Executive Committee, Humanities Program (2017–20, 2023–) 
Member, Review Committee for the Faculty, Yale University (2019–) 
Chair, Yale-NUS College Advisory Committee (2020–23, Member, 2018–) 
Chair, Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations (2017–23) 
Member, Language Study Committee (2018–20, 2022–23) 
Member, Search Committee, University Chaplain (2022–) 
Member, Search Committee, History Department (2022–23) 
Member, Executive Committee, Whitney Humanities Center (2019–22) 
Member, University Humanities Strategy Committee (2018–20) 
Member, MacMillan Translation Initiative Core Committee (2018–21) 
Chair, Search Committee, Egyptology, Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations (2018-20) 
Member, Faculty of Arts and Sciences Language and Writing Course Task Force (2020) 
Member, President’s Subcommittee on Faculty Diversity, Inclusion, and Belonging (2020) 
Member, Poorvu Center for Teaching and Learning Advisory Committee, Yale College (2018–20) 
Chair, Committee on Majors, Yale College (2019–20) 
Member, Search Committee, Dean of Pierson College (2019) 
Member, Committee on Majors, Yale College (2018–19) 
Convenor, Indian Ocean Studies/Creole Studies Speaker Series (2017–20) 
Member, Executive Committee, Council on Middle Eastern Studies (2017–) 
Member, Egyptology Advisory Committee (2017–) 
Chair, Viscusi Committee (2017–), Member (2016–) 
Member, Review Committee for Pierson Head of College (2018) 
Member, 320Y Humanities Grant Selection Committee (2017) 
Search Committee, Classical Arabic, Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations (2016-17) 
Member, Council on Middle Eastern Studies (2016–) 
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CAMPUS AND RESIDENTIAL LIFE 
 
Yale University 2016– 
Member, Committee on Muslim and MENA Life/Arab and Muslim Life (2023–) 
Chair, Admissions Committee, Elizabethan Club (2022–24) 
Member, Nominations Committee, Elizabethan Club (2020) 
Fellow, Pierson College (2017–) 
Member, Muslim Life Council at Yale (2017–19, 2023–) 
Fellow, Davenport College (2016–17) 
 
 
TO THE PROFESSION 
 
Member, Advisory Board, Qur’an Linguistics Group (2022–) 
Member, Nomination Committee, North American Association of Islamic and Muslim Studies (2021–22) 
Member, External Review Panel, Common Curriculum, Yale-NUS College (2021) 
Director-at-large, American Oriental Society (2020-23)  
Elector, His Majesty Sultan Qaboos Bin Said Professorship of Modern Arabic Studies, University of 

Cambridge (2017) 
Co-Chair, Surah Studies Unit, International Qur’anic Studies Association (2016–23) 
President, International Qur’anic Studies Association (2015) [declined] 
Director, School of Abbasid Studies (2010–) 
Elected Member, Executive Board, American Association of Teachers of Arabic (2012–15) 
Member, Program Committee (2013–15) 
Member, Steering Committee, International Qur’anic Studies Association (declined Presidency,  

2013–14) (2012–13) 
American Oriental Society:  Director (2004-11); Sectional Chair, Islamic Near East, (2004-11); Member, 

Nominations Committee, (2003-06) 
Reviewer, American Council of Learned Societies New Faculty Fellowship (2010) 
Member, Selection Committee, 2010 Giorgio Levi Della Vida Award (2009)  
Member, Board of Advisors, Islamic Institute for Education and Technology, Mauritius (2001-02) 
 
 
 
LANGUAGES 
 
Native: English, French  
Fluent: Arabic, Spanish, Mauritian Creole 
Reading knowledge:  German, Italian, Latin, Persian, Ugaritic, Urdu 
Spoken (non-native):  Gujarati 
Acquiring:  Indonesian, Klingon 


